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What is the weight of a name…  

& Vestiges of the unconfirmed 



A Bit of Background

I am a Professor of Studio Art at Mott Community 

College in Flint Michigan, where I teach Sculpture, 

Studio Art Foundations, and Art History courses.

I received my BFA in Metalsmithing/3D and MFA in 

Sculpture from Central Michigan University. My 

Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary Studies, with a 

concentration Humanities and Society and a focus 

on visual/media culture and critical visual literacy 

was earned from Union Institute & University.



Foundation

Social efficacy and engagement are always the foundation of my 

work. My sculptural and installation work uses the figural form to 

explore empathy, encouraging varying intensities of connection 

and empathy between the self and the Other. This focus has 

manifested through sculptural and installation work that addresses 

social, cultural, environmental, and political issues. My current work 

has 2 interrelated series, both addressing the inattention to and/or 

ignoring of issues affecting our world today.



Current Work

My current work consists of 2 interrelated 

series, both addressing the inattention to and 

ignoring of issues affecting our world today: 

The Invisible people that walk among us, 

ignored, passed by, unacknowledged, 

marginalized, and/or misunderstood; and 

similar realities but through the focus on the 

interconnectedness of ourselves and our Earth.

Dad. Disappearing. Cardboard, wool, mulberry paper. 2024



Visual & Scholarly Research

My interdisciplinary visual and scholarly research 

interests focus on the social efficacy of visual and 

performance art, I am also interested in 

visual/media literacy in higher education, the 

intersections between the fine art and media 

realms, and how visual art and media can be 

used to engage with diversity/difference, equity, 

accessibility, and most importantly, with issues 

of social justice.



Educator

My focus as a educator is always 

on how we can best facilitate 

student learning, critical thinking, 

and students' engagement with the 

world around them and how they 

can make a difference in this world.

Suffer the little children: Bulletproof.

Ballistics fabric, Arizona Ice Tea, Skittles (2019)



Warning 

I deal with some very tough topics and images in my artwork. Some of 

the following artworks will be hard to look at. They will focus on 

children in precarious situations, and some drawings are true to life.

I want you to understand I will not be offended if you need to step away 

or leave. Your mental and emotional health must always come first.

At any time I will stop or change slides if you need me to. 

We are in this together. 



Suffer the little children

"Suffer the little children..." started as a 

series of portraits of Syrian, Yemeni, Iraqi, 

Palestinian, and refugee children who are 

growing up in war-torn countries. In the 

beginning of the series, I chose to focus on 

those children who are living in these hells, 

though there are those who have been killed 

that I feel compelled to record their likeness, 

such as Abdul-Hamid Alyousef's twin son 

and daughter who, along with 11 other 

members of his family including his wife, 

were killed in Bashar al-Assad's chemical 

attack on his own people on April 4, 2017.

Syrian brother and sister 

during bombing



Suffer the little children

Hudea, 4 years old, 2015
Hospital in Douma. Injured in 

Ghouta. Feb.19, 2018



Suffer the little children

Syrian anti-government activist group 

Ghouta.  Media Center gmc injured 

boy hospital in Hazeh Eastern 

Ghouta. Feb 5, 2018



Suffer the little children

April 4 chemical attack victims

School damaged in bombing. 

March 16, 2017



Suffer the little children - Refugees

Drowned migrant baby Libyan coast Boy at Mexican/US border with ICE officer



Suffer the little children -Pandemic

Ellie - Covid-19 2mo 3-26-20



Suffer the little children - Pandemic

Jordan Refugees March 2020



Suffer the little children - Black Lives Matter, 2020



Suffer the little children - Black Lives Matter, 2020



Suffer the little Children 
Collateral Damage 2018
"Suffer the little Children..." is an 
ongoing series of relics, interactive 
engagements, and installations 
focusing on the children of war. This 
series started with the children of 
Syria’s current civil war, but quickly 
expanded to include the wars in Yemen, 
Iraq, the state-sponsored apartheid in 
Palestine, and the refugees fleeing this 
area of the world, seeking a life in 
Europe. Then, when the “zero 
tolerance” policy went into effect on 
our own borders, my attention was also 
drawn to the children in cages in our 
own country. 



Suffer the little Children: 

Postcards from the edge of forever



Suffer the little children: Drowned
This particular relic, “Suffer the little children… 
Drowned” specifically looked to the children 
crossing the Mediterranean with their families and 
was inspired by Somali-British writer Warsan Shire’ 
poem “Home”, specifically the lines, “that no one 
puts their children in a boat unless the water is 
safer than the land...” This relic is a lifejacket, what 
remains of what is left when the children do not 
make it to the promised land. Ghostly drawings of 
the bodies are all that remain, etched into the 
surface of the life-saving device that did not save. 
These are the faces of the “collateral damage” of 
war that we (Americans) are complicit in yet 
choose to ignore: the wars that make the water 
“safer than land.”



Suffer the little children: Border 



Suffer the little children: War



Suffer the little children: 
of Pandemics & Crises



Suffer the little children: Bulletproof



Suffer the little children: 
Homelessness & Food Insecurity



Suffer the little children: Throw-away 



Pandemic: Weight-Bearer & Almost Immune



What is the Weight of a name… 



Vestiges of the Unconfirmed
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